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Wentao Zhang, Ph.D., is Senior Director of New Lead Discovery at Exelixis in South San Francisco, managing
key drug discovery platform and functions that include compound library management, assay development and
high-throughput screen efforts, lead optimization, in vitro ADME operations and HERG safety pharmacology. Dr.
Zhang has worked extensively in targeted drug discovery covering kinases, GPCR'’s and nuclear hormone
receptors using a wide spectrum of enabling technologies. The drug discovery technology platform that Dr. Zhang
helped to establish has generated and progressed over 15 compounds from discovery to clinical development,
including candidates in phase 2 and 3 clinical trials. He has been at Exelixis since 2001. Before that, Dr. Zhang
was a Staff Scientist at Genelabs Technologies from 1999 to 2001 responsible for biochemical and biophysical
assays in the therapeutic areas of oncology and infectious diseases. In 1997-1999, Dr. Zhang was a postdoctoral
fellow at University of California-Berkeley in the division of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology. He obtained his
Ph.D. in Biophysical Chemistry from University of Wisconsin-Madison, M.S. from Emory University and B.Sc. from
Peking University. Dr. Zhang has published extensively in peer-reviewed scientific journals and holds multiple
patents. He has been actively involved in various professional services and organizations, including serving on
the NIH study section on assay development. Dr. Zhang has extensive management experience and has played

key leadership roles in the biopharmaceutical industry.
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